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SPRING STYLES IN FURN 1TURE.— II. 



C. H. Medicus & Co. 




NYONE desirous of obtaining informa- 
tion as to the spring styles in parlor 
furniture produced by the above firm, 
cannot do better than visit their very 
fine exhibit at the Furniture Manu- 
facturers 1 Exposition now being held 
in this city. 

There are two requirements in the 
manufacture of furniture, both of 
which are equally important to the 
success of the manufacturer. The first 
is the suitability of the article for its specific purpose, carried 
out with good design and construction, and the second is suita- 
bility to the demands of the market. The various parlor suites, 
odd pieces, divans, Morris chairs, high grade fancy rockers, and 
many high class novelties produced by the above firm are an 
illustration of the knowledge of the laws of manufacture, as 
well as of the knowledge of the laws of trade. While the various 
pieces incline, from an artistic standpoint, to French or English 
18th century forms of artistic fancy, they are at the same time 
obedient to the exactions of trade, for without this principle 
being inwrought upon the fabric of furniture, the rarest beauty 
and symmetry are utterly worthless. 

A beautiful Directoire three piece suite, consisting of divan, 
armchair and sidechair, exhibit elegant framework in mahogany 
inlaid with lines of marquetry. There is another suite of a 
similar character made with the backs showing panel work, the 
panels having carved borders with a marquetry panel. These 
light and elegant suites are supplemented by odd pieces of 
various kinds for the decoration of the apartment. For example, 
it is quite possible to use elegant occasional tables whose forms 
are in harmony with the salient features of the suites them- 
selves. Occasional overstuffed divans are shown, with a portion 
of the woodwork displayed, both carved and gilt, the uphols- 
tery being varied with tufted work, enclosing a panel of smooth 
silk brocade. 

It seems to be the custom at present to use the same tapes- 
try pattern in various pieces, but having a different color in the 
ground. In this way five or six different colors of the same 
broeatelle or brocade pattern may be used in a single suite. 

There is a line of fine gilt cabinets with symmetrical and 
beautiful lines, and their are ottomans, corner chairs and con- 
versation chairs, also in gilt frames. 

There is a varied line of library and dining-room chairs in 
oak and mahogany, upholstered in leather. Some of the latter 
are in the Sheraton style, which stamps the designs with a spe- 
cial grace. A modern version of the French chaise longu, or long 
chair, is shown as a unique addition to the furnishings of a 
room. 

The factory and office of the firm is located at 3(> to 46 Ross 
street, Brooklyn, N- Y., the firm being one of New York's lead- 
ing concerns. 



The Lewis Porter Cabinet Co. 

MR. S. P. PORTER, of the Lewis Porter Cabinet Co., of 
Indianapolis, is exhibiting at the Exposition an inter- 
esting Colonial sideboard, No. 3H8, a reproduction from 
the original, which is an heirloom in a family in Clinton, N J. 
It is in mahogany and is six feet wide. The gilt-brass trim- 
mings alone cost $70.00. There are cupboards at either side, 



with a tier of drawers in the middle, and between the middle 
drawers and the cupboards are several deep drawers for wine 
bottles, etc. The top drawer has a plush cushion for silverware, 
the others being for linen, etc. The sideboard is surmounted 
by two cabinets at either side, having small, beveled, clear glass 
panels. 

The Lewis Porter Cabinet Co. are exhibiting their entire 
line, embracing sideboards, buffets and fancy cabinet ware, with 
many patterns of ladies' desks in all modern woods. There is 
also an interesting display of ladies 1 toilet tables, bookcases and 
chiffoniers. 



Sykes Chair Co. 

THE Sykes Chair Co., of Buffalo, 1ST. Y., are exhibiting at the 
Exposition a full line of fine upholstered and cane and 
wood seat dining chairs, office chairs and rocking chairs, 
which have met with such universal demand. The designs of 
the chairs manufactured by this firm are exceedingly graceful 
and artistic. Many of the chairs exhibit Romanesque details, 
the backs having grille work, surmounted by a broad curved 
shoulder panel, with cane seat. In many cases the ends of the 
backs are fluted, and the box of the seat in front is decorated 
with carvings. Some of the office chairs are very dainty in 
design, and are made with or without arms. Their ingenious 
construction permits of any degree of inclination given the 
chair, and the freedom of the pivot movement permits any 
quarter of the horizon to be surveyed with perfect ease. In 
some cases the backs of the chairs are filled with spindles, and 
there is a panel of spindle work underneath the arms of the arm- 
chairs. The patterns are in harmony with the current demands 
and tastes of the consumer, and as a natural result their busi- 
ness has increased remarkably. Their chairs are artistic in 
design, solid in construction, and no more highly finished pro- 
ducts can be found in the entire Exhibition. 



Adams & Westlake* 

THE Adams & Westlake Co. have an exhibit at the Exposi- 
tion of brass bedsteads, one of the peculiarities of which is 

that the beds are made with Bessemer steel frames; this 
includes the two sides and two ends, called angle irons, on which 
the box spring rests. It also includes the four corner posts, 
over which the brass tubes and solid brass ornaments are 
placed. Their display of beds is a striking one on account of 
the lavish use of ornaments and knobs, all of which are of solid 
brass. So much for the material of which the Adams & West- 
lake brass beds are constructed. Their construction is substan- 
tial and simple. The parts accurately fit together, and are rigid 
and firm, while at the same time any bed can be taken apart in 
15 minutes if necessary. The designs are both original and use- 
ful. The object of the firm is to get away from conventional 
patterns, and anyone who makes a personal examination of 
their exhibit will admit that they have created a wide depart- 
ure in the designs of their beds, and have left the beaten track 
for something that is refreshingly bold and novel. 

As to finish, the A. &. W. beds will stand comparison with 
any other lacquer finished bed in the market. The great atten- 
tion to detail in the construction of these necessary household 
articles is manifested by the use of solid brass castors, which 
are guaranteed never to break. The castors require only a 
screw-driver and a boy to handle it to remove them, if neces- 
sary, but it is by no means necessary to remove the castors in 
ordinary use. The firm is located in Chicago, and they show a 
very neat catalogue, illustrating the same novel designs in A. 
& W. beds which are sold by the leading furniture houses. 
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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 




Messrs. -A. B. & E. L. Shaw. 

MESSRS. A. B. & E. L. SHAW, of Boston, Mass., makers of 
fine furniture, is a firm that has been established for 
over a hundred years, and stands in the front rank of 
furniture manufacturers in this country. The firm has the 




Empire Side Chair. Bt A. B. & E. L\ Shaw. 

reputation of turning out first-class work, of that kind which 
requires educated thought to design, and skilled labor to pro- 



this order, but this is their most expeusive one. We need not 
remind our readers that the Empire style was that remarkable 
revival of classic taste which occurred during the reign of that 
modern CaBsar, Napoleon I. The unsatiable ambition of Caesar 
was aimed at nothing less than a revival of the old Roman 
Imperialism, and his desire was to surround himself with the 
splendor of the palaces of Caesars, no less than to emulate their 
military exploits. While much of the Empire furniture is full 
of faults, and the style itself has been accused of being too 
rigid for modern requirements, yet, when masterpieces are 
executed in this style they present an almost faultless dignity 
and grace. The wood used is almost invariably rich mahogany, 
the color of which is a good ground for the bronze gold mounts 
which are usually applied. In the suite here illustrated we 
have a design which has been actually carried out, and is not 
a mere exercise of fancy, and it will be seen that the Messrs. 
Shaw have created something elegant and seductive in this 
most effective style. One great merit of the Empire style is the 
fact that it is not yet in the possession of the multitude, for 
cheap furniture in the style is very difficult to manufacture ; 
hence good furniture of this description has the double merit of 
being not only intrinsically fine in itself, but is as rare as it 
abounds in artistic beauty. The ends of the sofa take the form 
of easy and graceful curves, the sweep of the woodwork being 
an adaptation of the old Grecian form. In other respects the 
article is a characteristic example of classic simplicity and 
shapeliness. 

The framework of the chair and sofa illustrated are beautiful 
specimens of workmanship and carving, and the entire suite is one 
of the most carefully studied pieces of Empire furniture that 
we have ever seen. 

The firm make something entirely new in easy chairs, a design 
that combines all the comforts of the Sleepy Hollow chair, and 
can be adjusted at different angles, similar to the Morris chair. 
The seat is pivoted into the post of the chair, with a heavy 
malleable iron pivot, and is supported by this pivot in addition 
to the brass rod at the back. This makes it a very comfortable 
chair, and it is something entirely new in the way of easy 
chairs. The lines of the chair, as a whole, are refreshing as a 
departure from what are at present known as the French and 
English eighteenth century 'Styles. Messrs. Shaw in this chair 




Empire Arm Chair and Sofa. By A. B. & E. L. Shaw. 



duce, and which is therefore of a very different stamp to the 
furniture of machine work, stamped ornament and other 
numerous and inexpensive substitutes for hand work, which, 
however, must continue to be manufactured to find favor with 
the multitude. From what we have seen of the goods manufac- 
tured by the above firm, we can strongly recommend them to 
our readers as being well finished, and of sound construction 
and artistic design, every article being thoroughly guaranteed. 
We have much pleasure in illustrating one of Shaw's new- 
est suites, which they are making for the spring trade. It is 
First Empire in design, and they have several other suites of 



have made a new departure from conventional outlines and are 
to be congratulated on the success they have achieved. 



Palmer & Embury Manufacturing Co. 

IT is a pity that prizes are not offered by the trade at 
large for excellence of work, for, if such were the case, 
the dainty and durable furniture exhibited by Palmer & 
Embury Mfg. Co. would certainly secure a first-class award. To 
tell the truth, there is a great deal of furniture manufactured in 
this country which fails to display the taste that will satisfy the 
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least fastidious of American connoisseurs. A great deal of our 
ordinary furniture exhibits either poverty or extravagance of 
invention, and many manufacturers of chairs, bedsteads and 
wardrobes no doubt strive to the very utmost to produce some- 
thing that will give evidence of thought and labor, but the 
effort is frequently too apparent and the result too often merely 
bizarre. It is well, however, for the reputation of American 




the style referred to, allied to popular price, we illustrate here- 
with a new divan and sidechair, which the Palmer & Embury 
Mfg. Co. have just put upon the market. It will be seen that 
the form of these pieces retains to a certain extent the curvili- 
near subtlety of form which is a characteristic of the Louis 
XVI. style, without running into the original meaniDgless and 
meretricious developments of the vogue. In such articles the 
extravagance of former days has reacted in favor of a return 
to simplicity and compactness in form and detail, as will be 
seen in the illustration. This suite, in conjunction with choice 
and dainty upholstery covering of French silk, has resulted in 
an attractive and elegant set of drawing-room furnishings. It 
will be seen that the pieces that form the sides of both chair 
and divan are developed into headrests. 

They are also showing some fine Louis XVI. Elmpire suites, 
each consisting of a divan, side chair and easy chair, which 
combine the maximum of grace with the greatest possible 
amount of comfort. The suite we illustrate is one of the latest 
conceptions of this progressive firm, and must be seen to be ap- 
preciated. There is a regal splendor about both divan and arm- 
chair, with their gilt woodwork and richly colored coverings, 
and in their practical aspect the particular form adapted in- 
sures the requirements of comfort, with its head pads and com- 
fortable arms, which seem to be the very essence of all induce- 
ments to rest. 

The Palmer & Embury Mfg. Co. are also producing three piece 
sets in the Chippendale, Heppelwhite and Sheraton styles, as 
well as in the eighteenth century French styles. 

Their furniture exhibit as a whole exhibits masterly tact and 
judgment in its manufacture and entire arrangement. All the 
leading continental styles are represented, and we have only 
selected as a representative and useful suite that sets forth the 
again popular Louis Quinze style. 



Louis XV. Chair. By Palmer & Embury Mfg. Co. 

industry, that there are manufacturers whose motto is reputa- 
tion, rather than money, and the name of Palmer & Embury 
is the synonym in the trade for meritorious goods. These manu- 
facturers have secured that happy medium in their production 
that is universally sought for— removed alike from cheapness 
of construction on the one hand, and , 
riotous extravagance on the other. 

In this age of progress and steam, 
things move at a pretty lively pace, 
and men are living at a faster rate than 
ever before. It seems to be the demand 
of the hour that a man, if he is to live, 
shall work until he becomes weary, and 
then, when he is thoroughly tired out, 
seek the repose of his home. Then it 
is that he seeks the inviting embrace 
of his armchair, or the soft upholstery 
of his couch, and for such men as these 
— and their name is legion — the refined 
beauty, constructive propriety and solid 
construction of the Palmer & Embury 
furniture will satisfy the demand for 
comfort as well as for grace of contour 
and embellishment, which the weary 
man requires. 

A typical Louis Quinze chair, with 
its finely moulded frame and carved 
foliated enrichments is essentially a 
costly matter when properly and agree- 
ably carried out. Cheap imitations of 
the genuine article generally result in 
lamentable failures, as the style in the 
first instance is only rendered desirable 
when allied with first class workmanship, 
popular the price of such a work may be 
d it ions which are essential to a 
excellence of style and finish 



Ferguson Bros. 

THIS firm are manufacturers of easels, screens, hanging 
cabinets, hall racks, umbrella stands, fancy stools and 
tables, constructed out of fret and spindle work in many 
pleasing designs that make a line of goods extremely popular. 

As usual their display at the Exposition is replete with 
novelties. They show several new umbrella stands in their 
turned fret work. There are also several new music racks, and 
their screens and cabinets are reinforced with attractive con- 
ceptions. Perhaps the newest article exhibited is their swinging 
toilet mirror. The mirror is mounted on a swivel, or universal 
joint of fret work, and when once hung upon the wall, can be 
adjusted at any angle, or turned in any direction. Some of the 




Louis XV. Divan. By Palmer, & Embury Mfg. Co. 



No matter how 
there are two con- 
successful result, namely, 
As a type of excellent work in 



goods are finished in white enamel, but the majority are made 
of polished oak. 

This firm manufacture fret work by the yard, with termina- 
tions for the manufacture of panels of any dimensions. All the 
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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER." 




purchaser has got to do is to cut the material of requisite 
length, allowing for the space occupied by the parts which are 
to complete a given panel, and the work is done. Grille work 
of this kind is very fashionable, and adds much to the artistic 
appearance of an interior. 

The firm's office and factory are located 499 to 451 West 
81st St., New York City. 



The New Haven Chair Co. 

THIS firm is a leader in the production of artistic and finely 
finished chairs, every possible demand of the trade being 
met by the wonderful variety of patterns manufactured. 
One of the new ideas is a circular seat rocker, upholstered 
either in leather, or upholstery, which is at once an attractive 
and substantial production. An armchair in leather is shown, 
which is graceful in outline, as well as being a fresh departure 
from similar chairs heretofore exhibited. It would make a 
most desirable hotel chair. The back is circular, with spindle 
work enrichment, circular back chairs beiDg a specialty of the 
firm. Many of their conceptions are very elaborately wrought 
out, being a combination of fluted work, spindles, grille work, 
and effective carving. They are making a revolving library 
chair in oak and leather, and have originated for the present 
season a new tete-a-tete chair, each seat of which revolves, and 
between the seats is a minute circular top table, with dropping 
flaps. The entire construction is the very thing required for a 
five o'clock tea. The firm, as indicated by its name, is located at 
New Haven, Conn. 



Whitcomb Metallic Bed Co. 

THE bedsteads and mattresses of the Whitcomb Metallic Bed- 
stead Co., of Birmingham, Conn., have many qualities to 
commend them, and time has proven that they are capable 
of withstanding any amount of wear and tear which is likely 
to be put upon them, and the repeat orders that they are con- 




Louis XV. Dressing Table. Designed by James Thompson. 

stantly receiving testify to the esteem in which they are held 
by the trade. They manufacture bedsteads in brass, iron and 
brass, and enameled beds, iron cribs, special iron bedsteads for 
asylums, hospitals and other institutions, iron bassinets, woven 
wire mattresses and spring beds. As regards design, the latest 
treatments of iron, iron and brass, brass and copper, and enam- 
eling are to be seen in the exhibit of the firm in the New York 
Exposition, and the prices quoted for the various beds on the 
price list are remarkably low, showing that the manufacturers 
must possess the most modern and improved facilities for their 



production. The works of the firm are in full swing in the exe- 
cution of orders which come in from all parts of the country. 
The principles upon which the business of this company is con- 
ducted appeal specially to furniture dealers. Many dealers would 
sell bedsteads, but do not cater to that class of trade in conse- 
quence of the large amount of space such goods require in the 
show room. This difficulty need not now stand in the way, as 
bedsteads can be sold from drawings, and delivered to the cub- 




bed in the Loins XV. Style. Designed by James Thompson. 

tomer within a few days from the receipt of order. Prompti- 
tude is a virtue which the above company lay claim to in its 
highest degree, and all patterns shown by them are kept actu- 
ally in stock, papered and kept ready to be shipped on the same 
day as wired for. This is a most important feature, which will 
be duly appreciated by all buyers. For convenience and econ- 
omy in ordering, they have arranged a telegraphic code, the 
words appearing under each bedstead indicating the pattern. 



It is reported in Boston that a prominent jobber in that 
city, not altogether enamored of the methods of the National 
Wall Paper Company, proposes to establish a large wall-paper fac- 
tory in the spring and compete with the trust, especially in the 
cheap lines of goods, in which the sales are largest. 



The Louis XVI. tables with the long spidery legs and gen- 
eral shakiness, are coming into fashion again in a decorative 
way. They are made now with a little invisible drawer under- 
neath and are very convenient for a small card party, using the 
drawer to keep the cards in, or it may be used as a little writ- 
ing table. 



The American Decorative Company is now importing from 
its affiliated London concern a very choice line of heavy relief 
material, decorated in such exact similitude of real leathers that 
the title of " English Leathers" is very appropriate. This en- 
terprising Boston Company will also begin the manufacture of 
the same kind of goods from its own patterns and place them 
upon the market within the next few weeks. From a personal 
examination of these goods we can testify that they are the best 
imitation of the real Spanish and Venetian leathers that have 
ever been shown in this country. 



Special tours to leading resorts at greatly reduced rates on 
Saturdays. Call on New York Central Ticket Agents for infor- 
mation. 
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